I am the good shepherd. I know
my own and my own know me …
And I lay down my life for the
sheep.
John 10:14, 15b

The Good Shepherd -- Julien Dupre, Legion of Honor Museum, San Francisco, CA
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Fr. Ian

Prelude
Welcome

St. Stephen's is a missional outpost of the Anglican Diocese of Toronto. All are welcome into
the household of God!

Announcements
Please go to ststephensmaple.ca for this week’s Worship Bulletin, and join in as we
worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength.
See you on Zoom for fellowship after worship.
Next Sunday: Fifth Sunday, Season of the Resurrection, May 2, 2021, @ 5pm
Scripture Readings: Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:24-30; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8;
Sharing the Word: YouTube and Facebook
Remember to subscribe to St. Stephen’s, YouTube channel here and invite your
friends and family to subscribe also:
www.youtube.com/channel/UClHqR1dFgaWSc65H4ayuriA
And visit and like our Facebook page here:
www.facebook.com/ststephensmaple

Alpha Online
Why Alpha - Alpha Canada
We are in need of three volunteers to assist with planning, publicity and online
session coordination. Please contact Fr. Ian @ 647 974-5156.
Thy Kingdom Come
www.thykingdomcome.global/
We are in need of three volunteers to assist with planning, publicity, online
session coordination. Please Contact Fr. Ian @ 647 974 5156.

Acknowledgment of Indigenous Territory
This sacred land is the territory of several Indigenous Nations – the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee,
and the Anishnaabe, with special recognition to
the Mississaugas of New Credit.
We also acknowledge that we are on the shores of
Niigaani-gichigami/Lake Ontario.
This territory is governed by a Dish With One
Spoon Wampum Belt Treaty1., an agreement between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the
Anishnaabe Confederacy to peaceably share and
sustain the life of the Great Lakes.
In the spirit of that Treaty we seek to place at the
centre of our gatherings the values of respectful
reciprocity, diversity, peace, responsibility, and
mutual aid.

1.

A Dish with One Spoon | The Canadian Encyclopedia

The Gathering of the Community
Opening Hymn: Common Praise # 307 When Long Before Time
When long before time and the worlds were begun,
When there was no earth and no sky and no sun,
And all was deep silence and night reigned supreme,
And even our maker had only a dream…
…The silence was broken when God sang the song,
And light pierced the darkness and rhythm began,
And with its first birth cries creation was born,
And creaturely voices sang praise to the morn.
The sounds of the creatures were one with their Lords,
Their harmonies sweet and befitting the word;
The Singer was pleased as the earth sang the Song,
The choir of the creatures re-echoed it long.

To you, God, the Singer, our voices we raise;
To you, Song incarnate, we give all our praise;
To you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath,
Be glory, forever, through life and through death.

Greeting
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
May his grace and peace be with you.
May he fill our hearts with joy.

Glory to God– Gloria
Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
glory, glory, glory to God be praise!
Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth!
Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
glory, glory, glory to God be praise!
Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth!

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: Let us pray,
O God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant,
make us perfect in every good work to do your will,
and work in us that which is well-pleasing in your sight;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. . Amen.

This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the
cornerstone.' Acts 4:11

Cornerstone of Ceres Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, near Harper's Ferry, MD

The Proclamation of the Word
The First Reading
ACTS 4:5-12
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or
by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
"Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed
done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be
known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by you, the
builders; it has become the cornerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved."
Reader:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 Common Praise # 519
The Lord's my Shepherd, I’ll not want: he
makes me lie down in pastures green; he
leadeth me the quiet waters by.
My soul he doth restore again, and
me to walk doth make within the paths of
righteousness, even for his own name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through death's dark vale, yet
will I fear no ill; for thou art with me,
and thy rod and staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished in
presence of my foes; my head thou dost with
oil anoint, and my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life shall
surely follow me, and in God's house for
evermore my dwelling place shall be.

The Second Reading

1 JOHN 3:1-7

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us - and we ought to lay down
our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us
love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that
we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from
him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
Reader:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Halle
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! (x2)

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 10:11-18

Deacon:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father."
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Halle
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! (x2)

Homily:

Fr. Ian

Silent reflection

They will hunger no more, and thirst no
more … for the Lamb at the center of the
throne will be their shepherd …
Revelation 7:16a, 17a
Adoration of the Lamb

Jan van Eyck
St Bavo
Ghent, Belgium

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant: Let us confess our faith, as we say,
All:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

Tieg

In joy and hope let us pray to the source of all life, saying,
“Hear us, Lord of glory!”
Let us pray for the peace of the world: for the Burmese, Rohingya,
Uyghur, Syrian, Northern Nigerian and Yemeni peoples; the peoples of
United States of America, Latin and South America; for equitable
distribution of vaccines , medications , clean food and water, to all people,
especially to the poor and vulnerable; and , that our risen Saviour may
fill us with the joy of his holy and life-giving resurrection, let us pray to
the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
Let us pray for the Church: for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Linda,
Primate of Canada, Mark, National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne,
Metropolitan of Ontario, Andrew, Bishop of Toronto and Area Bishop;
for The Nippon Sei Ko Ka; for The Rt. Rev. Todd Townshend, Bishop, and
the clergy and people of the Anglican Diocese of Huron , The dean,
council, and congregations of the Manitoba West Area of the ManitobaNorthwestern Ontario Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada; for Fr. Ian and The Rev’d Mary; that isolated and persecuted
churches may find fresh strength in the Resurrection gospel, let us pray to
the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

All:

That he may grant us humility to be subject to one another in
Christian love, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

All:

Leader:
let us pray for St. David Anglican-Lutheran Church, Orillia,
St. David, Donlands, for St. Dunstan of Canterbury, and for their several
ministries responding to the need for clothing, food insecurity,
homelessness and unsafe water in First Nations Communities;
let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

Leader:

Let us pray that the governments of the world be governed by God’s
will ; that the spirits of greed and violence be cast out of the earth; that
the spirit of hospitality fill the earth. Let us pray for Canada and all
nations, for Ontario and all Provinces and Territories, for the Village of
Maple, the City of Vaughan and all municipalities. Let us pray for
Elizabeth, the Queen, the Office of the Governor General of Canada, the
Office of the Prime Minister of Canada, the Office of the Premier of

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

Ontario, the Office of the Mayor of the City of Vaughan, and for all with
authority in this land; that they may serve in accord with God’s Holy will;
that by his power wars and famine may cease through all the earth, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
Let us pray for the sick and for the COVID-19 pandemic: for Jim Kirk,
Ben , Heather, Olga and Ted, Jacqueline, Emily, Clare, Lillian, Carla and
Mark. The Lord comfort, deliver them and keep them in his love. Keep us,
good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty
and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all
who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that
nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord; that he
may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak, and the dying,
that they may be comforted and strengthened, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people,
that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
God, our creator and the ground of our being, we give you thanks for all
of the blessings of this life, especially for the gift of each other and our
work. Every person is a treasure, every life a sacred gift. May the work we
do diminish the chasm of disparity and bring about greater justice and
equity. We ask your blessings, in the name of Jesus, and in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant: Dearly Beloved in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness
Silence
Celebrant: Most merciful God,
All:
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strength you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: Dearly Beloved in Christ, the Peace of the Lord be always with you.
All:
And also with you.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Offertory Hymn: CP # 500 Sister let me be Your Servant
Sister , let me be your servant, let me be as
Christ to you; pray that I may have the
grace to let you be my servant too.
We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travelers
on the road; we are here to help each
other walk the mile and bear the load.
Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as
Christ to you; pray that I may have the
grace to let you be my servant too.

Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant: God of loving care,
you spread before us the table of life,
and give us the cup of salvation to drink.
Keep us always in the fold of your Son Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and our shepherd. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant: It is indeed right that we should praise you,
gracious God,
for you created all things.
You formed us in your own image:
male and female you created us.
When we turned away from you in sin,
you did not cease to care for us,
but opened a path of salvation for all people.

You made a covenant with Israel,
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah
gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.
Through Moses you led your people
from bondage into freedom;
through the prophets
you renewed your promise of salvation.
Therefore, with them, and with all your saints
who have served you in every age,
we give thanks and raise our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name.
All:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty,
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty,
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God;
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God;
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!

Celebrant: Holy God, source of life and goodness,
all creation rightly gives you praise.
In the fullness of time,
you sent your Son Jesus Christ,
to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He healed the sick
and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners;
he opened the eyes of the blind
and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom
to the poor and to those in need.
In all things he fulfilled your gracious will.
On the night he freely gave himself to death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “ Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them,
and said, “ Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Gracious God,
his perfect sacrifice
destroys the power of sin and death;
by raising him to life
you give us life for evermore.
All

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant: Recalling his death,
proclaiming his resurrection,
and looking for his coming again in glory,
we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts,
that all who eat and drink at this table
may be one body and one holy people,
a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People:

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray:
All
Our Father in heav'n hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come your will be done on earth as it is in heav'n
Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our sin as we forgive,
those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil
for the kingdom, pow'r and glory are yours
both now and forever, Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Lord, we died with you on the cross.
All:
Now we are raised to new life.
Celebrant: We were buried in your tomb.
All:
Now we share in your resurrection.
Celebrant: Live in us, that we may live in you.

The Communion
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
People:
Thanks be to God.

Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace.

Spiritual Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
All:
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ,
present in the Holy Sacrament and in your people,
who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join
with them to receive you in my heart, and in our
community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be
now enthroned in my heart; may you, present in
bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may

you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with
grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed,
may my hunger for you and for your reign of
justice and peace increase, that I may, with your
Spirit, work for that day when your reign shall
come on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

Musical Interlude Because He lives (Bill Gaither)

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant: God of steadfast love,
watch over the Church redeemed by the blood of your Son.
May we who share in these holy mysteries
come safely to your eternal kingdom,
where there is one flock and one shepherd.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen.

Doxology
Celebrant: Glory to God
All:
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
Closing Hymn: CP # 378 Crown Him With Many Crowns
Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne:
hark how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own!
Awake my soul and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as they matchless King through all eternity.
Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing who died and rose on high,

who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
Crown the Lord if peace, whose power a sceptre sways,
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise.
His reign shall no end; and round his pierced feet
fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.
Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
rich wounds yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
All hail Redeemer hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.

Dismissal
Deacon:
All:

Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude: Solfeggietto— Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
And now, over to Zoom for fellowship! See you there!
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