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The Holy Eucharist
Fifth Sunday,
Season of the Resurrection
May 2, 2021 5 p.m.

Celebrant and Homilist Fr. Ian

Prelude
Welcome

St. Stephen's is a missional outpost of the Anglican Diocese of Toronto. We share in Christ’s
mission to make the mercy, forgiveness, and love of God known in all creation; and to invite all
into the household of God! Thank you for joining in worship today. Welcome!

Announcements
Please go to ststephensmaple.ca for this week’s Worship Bulletin, and join in as we
worship God with heart, soul, mind and strength.
See you on Zoom for fellowship after worship.
Prayers of the People
As we are now pre recording, please send prayer petitions
church@ststephensmaple.ca by noon on Wednesday. Please put “Prayer Request” in
the subject line.
Staffing Changes
The ministry of Matthew Neugebauer, Lay Pastor Associate has ended this week. We
thank God for his ministry and pray God’s blessings continue to be with him and his
family. Matthew intends to further pursue a call to priestly ministry.
Next Sunday: Sixth Sunday, Season of the Resurrection, May 9, 2021, @ 5pm
Scripture Readings: Acts 10:44-48; Ps 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
Sharing the Word: YouTube and Facebook
Remember to subscribe to St. Stephen’s, YouTube channel here and invite your
friends and family to subscribe also:
www.youtube.com/channel/UClHqR1dFgaWSc65H4ayuriA
And visit and like our Facebook page here:
www.facebook.com/ststephensmaple
Alpha Online
Why Alpha - Alpha Canada
We are in need of three volunteers to assist with planning, publicity and online
session coordination. Please contact Fr. Ian @ 647 974-5156.
Thy Kingdom Come
www.thykingdomcome.global/
We are in need of three volunteers to assist with planning, publicity, online
session coordination. Please Contact Fr. Ian @ 647 974 5156.

Acknowledgment of Indigenous Territory
This sacred land is the territory of several Indigenous Nations – the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee,
and the Anishnaabe, with special recognition to
the Mississaugas of New Credit.
We also acknowledge that we are on the shores of
Niigaani-gichigami/Lake Ontario.
This territory is governed by a Dish With One
Spoon Wampum Belt Treaty1., an agreement between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the
Anishnaabe Confederacy to peaceably share and
sustain the life of the Great Lakes.
In the spirit of that Treaty we seek to place at the
centre of our gatherings the values of respectful
reciprocity, diversity, peace, responsibility, and
mutual aid.

1.

A Dish with One Spoon | The Canadian Encyclopedia

The Gathering of the Community
Opening Hymn: Common Praise # 527 How Firm a Foundation.
How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he has said,
To you who to Jesus for refuge have fled?
“Fear not I am with thee; O be not dismayed!
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
When through the deep waters I call thee to go,

The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee that deepest distress.
When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply:
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.
Thy soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not—I will no desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I’ll never—no, never—no, never forsake!

Greeting
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People:
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Celebrant: May his grace and peace be with you.
People:
May he fill our hearts with joy.
Glory to God– Gloria
Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
glory, glory, glory to God be praise!
Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth!

Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
glory, glory, glory to God be praise!
Glory, glory glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth!

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: Let us pray,
Almighty God,
your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another
and walk in the way of his commandments,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand
what you are reading?" Acts 8:30

Ethiopian Eunuch and Philip British Museum

The Proclamation of the Word
The First Reading
ACTS 8:26-40
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home;
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go
over to this chariot and join it." So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" He replied, "How can I, unless
someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of
the scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a
lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." The
eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?" Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came
to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?" He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed
the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Reader:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 22:24-30
REFRAIN All the ends of the earth shall turn to the Lord.
My praise is of him in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the presence of those
who worship him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: "May your
heart live for ever!"
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the
nations shall bow before him. R

For kingship belongs to the Lord; he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust
fall before him. R
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; they shall be known as the Lord's
for ever.
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving deeds that he has done.
R

The Second Reading

1 JOHN 4:7-21

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this
we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide
in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God,"
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also.
Reader:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation Halle, Halle, Halle
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! (x2)

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

Deacon:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed
by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Halle
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! (x2)

Homily:
Fr. Ian
Silent reflection

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant: Let us confess our faith, as we say,
All:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

Tieg

In joy and hope let us pray to the source of all life, saying,
“Hear us, Lord of glory!”
Let us pray for the peace of the world: for the Burmese, Rohingya,
Uyghur, Syrian, Northern Nigerian , Indian, Brazilian and Yemeni
peoples; the peoples of United States of America, Latin and South
America; for equal access to vaccines , affordable health care, clean food,
air and water for all people; for the care of creation; that the risen
Saviour may fill us with the joy of his holy and life-giving resurrection,
let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
Let us pray for the Church: for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Linda,
Primate of Canada, Mark, National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne,
Metropolitan of Ontario, Andrew, Bishop of Toronto and Area Bishop;
for The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and thee Middle East; The Most
Rev. Anne Germond, Bishop and The Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, Assisting
Bishop, and the clergy and people of the Missionary Area of Moosonee,
The dean, council, and congregations of the Winnipeg South Area of the
Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada, Ordinands soon to be ordained to the transitional Deaconate,
The Rev’d Mary and all clergy and people; that isolated and persecuted
churches may find fresh strength in the Resurrection gospel, let us pray to
the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

All:

That he may grant us humility to be subject to one another in
Christian love, let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

All:

Leader:
Let us Pray for St. Francis of Assisi, , St. George Memorial,
Oshawa, , St. George on Yonge, St. George on-the-Hill, and their several
ministries, sharing joy with children at Christmas, feeding the hungry,
enabling clean water in Pikangikum, housing the homeless, and
otherwise caring for the poor and vulnerable; with thanksgiving, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!

Leader:

Let us pray that the governments of the world be governed by God’s
will .Let us pray for Canada and all nations, for Ontario and all Provinces
and Territories, especially communities hard hit by COVID-19, for the
Village of Maple, the City of Vaughan and all municipalities; for

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

Elizabeth, the Queen, the Office of the Governor General of Canada, the
Office of the Prime Minister of Canada, the Office of the Premier of
Ontario, the Office of the Mayor of the City of Vaughan, and for all with
authority in this land; that they may serve in accord with God’s Holy will;
that by his power wars and famine may cease through all the earth, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
Let us pray for the sick : for Jim Kirk, Ben , Heather, Olga and Ted,
Jacqueline, Emily, Clare, Lillian, Carla and Mark. ….
The Lord comfort, deliver them and keep them in his love.
Let us pray for the COVID-19 pandemic, for all who have died,
remembering Bishop Michael Bedford Jones, and Emily Victoria Viegas
….
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of
uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and
lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Let us pray that the Lord may reveal the light of his presence to the sick,
the weak, and the dying, that they may be comforted and strengthened,
let us pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people,
that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, let us
pray to the Lord.
Hear us, Lord of glory!
O God, you give us the Son as the vine, apart from whom we cannot live.
Nourish our life in his resurrection, so that we bear the fruit of love and
know the fullness of your joy; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt.)

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant: Dearly Beloved in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness
Silence
Celebrant: Most merciful God,
All:
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strength you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: Dearly Beloved in Christ, the Peace of the Lord be always with you.
All:
And also with you.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Offertory Hymn: Christ in us be Glorified
Christ in us be glorified Christ in us be lifted high
Let His love be shown And His praises be known
Let Christ be glorified Let Christ be glorified
Christ in us be glorified Christ in us be magnified
Self denied sin crucified
Let Christ be glorified
Let Christ be glorified
In ev'ry song we sing
In the praises that we bring
Let Christ be glorified
In the service that we give
And the lives that we live
Let Christ be glorified
Christ in us be glorified Christ in us be lifted high
Let His love be shown And His praises be known
Let Christ be glorified Let Christ be glorified

Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant: Gracious God,
you show us your way
and give us your divine life.
May everything we do
be directed by the knowledge of your truth.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord . Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant: It is indeed right that we should praise you,

gracious God,
for you created all things.
You formed us in your own image:
male and female you created us.
When we turned away from you in sin,
you did not cease to care for us,
but opened a path of salvation for all people.
You made a covenant with Israel,
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah
gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.
Through Moses you led your people
from bondage into freedom;
through the prophets
you renewed your promise of salvation.
Therefore, with them, and with all your saints
who have served you in every age,
we give thanks and raise our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name.

All:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty,
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty,
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God;
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God;
heaven and earth are filled with your glory!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!

Celebrant: Holy God, source of life and goodness,
all creation rightly gives you praise.
In the fullness of time,
you sent your Son Jesus Christ,
to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He healed the sick
and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners;

he opened the eyes of the blind
and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom
to the poor and to those in need.
In all things he fulfilled your gracious will.
On the night he freely gave himself to death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “ Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them,
and said, “ Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Gracious God,
his perfect sacrifice
destroys the power of sin and death;
by raising him to life
you give us life for evermore.

All

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant: Recalling his death,
proclaiming his resurrection,
and looking for his coming again in glory,
we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts,
that all who eat and drink at this table
may be one body and one holy people,
a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,

People:

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray:
All
Our Father in heav'n hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come your will be done on earth as it is in heav'n
Give us this day our daily bread, forgive us our sin as we forgive,
those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil
for the kingdom, pow'r and glory are yours
both now and forever, Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Lord, we died with you on the cross.
All:
Now we are raised to new life.

Celebrant: We were buried in your tomb.
All:
Now we share in your resurrection.
Celebrant: Live in us, that we may live in you.

The Communion
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
People:
Thanks be to God.

Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace.

Spiritual Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
All:
I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ,
present in the Holy Sacrament and in your people,
who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join
with them to receive you in my heart, and in our

community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be
now enthroned in my heart; may you, present in
bread and wine, feed and renew my soul; may
you, who give yourself to us again, fill us with
grace, and heavenly blessing. Even as I am fed,
may my hunger for you and for your reign of
justice and peace increase, that I may, with your
Spirit, work for that day when your reign shall
come on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

Communion Hymn : Common Praise # 482 Come and Journey with a Saviour
Come and journey with a Saviour who has called us from our birth,
Who has washed us in the waters, and who loved us on the earth.
Refrain
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come.
We are all God’s sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one.
Come and journey, journey inward, come and seek him deep within,
Where he meets us in our living, in our striving and our sin.
Refrain
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come.
We are all God’s sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one.
Come and journey, journey outward, telling others of his name,
Telling others of his glory, of his cross and of the shame.
Refrain
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come.
We are all God’s sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one.
Come and journey, journey outward, where the cross calls us to care,
Where in justice and where hunger and the poor call us to share.

Refrain
Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come.
We are all God’s sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one.

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant: God of love,
in this eucharist we have heard your truth
and shared in your life.
May we always walk in your way,
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

Doxology
Celebrant: Glory to God
All:
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Farewell Liturgy
Celebrant: Dearly Beloved in Christ, the Church, with the world, is
constantly changing. Babies are born. Children grow up. Loved
ones die. New friends come into our shared life and old friends
leave. It is proper that we mark these moments in time; of endings and beginnings. Matthew Neugebauer has been a Lay Pastoral Associate, at St. Stephen’s for several months. Today we
mark the end of Matthew’s ministry, and pray God's blessings
upon him and his loved ones, as he focuses on discerning a call
to priestly ministry.
We thank God for the love and kindness, he shared and received in the exercise of his ministry and for the good things accomplished through the same. We ask Matthew’s forgiveness for
any our errors which might have caused him pain and offer our
forgiveness for his errors which may have caused us pain.
Let us pray.
Blessed are you Lord, God of the universe for this time of shared
life, ministry and fellowship with Matthew. Blessed are you for
his Lay ministry at St. Stephen’s Maple. Blessed are you who
journeys with him to guide, to counsel, to shield, to bless. Blessed

are you God, our Creator, Redeemer and Giver of Life. Blessed
be God forever. Amen.
Blessing
Closing Hymn: CP # 371. To God be the Glory
To God be the glory, who great things has done!
God so loved the world, freely sending the Son,
Who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.
Refrain
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear God’s voice.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give God the glory, who great things has done!
O Perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
That when the offender, repenting believes,
Through Jesus’ atonement, God’s pardon receives.

Refrain
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear God’s voice.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give God the glory, who great things has done!
Great things God has taught us, great things God has done,

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder, our gladness when Jesus we see!

Refrain
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear God’s voice.
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give God the glory, who great things has done!

Dismissal
Deacon:
All:

Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude:
And now, over to Zoom for fellowship! See you there!
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